
I discovered the Overlords while waiting for a ride one evening at 
a local Hamilton institution. I first noticed a loud howling sound, looked 
up, and saw Overlord 1. It was close.  I was surprised and thought, “what 
is that, and how have I never noticed it before?” I took a few photos. The 
next week, I walked around the area at night to take more photographs, 
and many more Overlords appeared. Their presence was often signaled 
by the distinctive sound they emit, (measured at over 80 db). Over the 
past year I documented 29 in the area, at night, twilight and during the 
day, when they seem more quiet and less conspicuous. Presented here is 
a selection of those found to date. Included is a recorded soundscape of 
their sound emission. 

Technical
The photographs were taken under natural and available light. The vari-
ous colours present in some images are from the changing day light and 
diverse light sources used for night illumination. Each of these sources 
emits a different spectrum depending on the temperature (in degrees K) 
of the light*. High-Intensity Discharge (HID) bulbs such as sodium and 
mercury vapour or metal halide lamps are common in 
industrial and institutional settings. There is also fluorescent, 
incandescent, LED etc. These lend an element of 
unpredictability and interest to the photos. Long exposures 
can increase the saturation of these colours. Final images 
were adjusted for exposure and sometimes a decrease in 
exaggerated saturation.

Overlords
What it’s not is often more interesting

Spoiler
Read on if you must. The Overlords are high performance 
ventilation units associated with laboratory exhaust and 
fume hood air capture and filtration. They are normally 
found on rooftops in government, chemical plants, pharma-
ceutical, industrial and university settings. In this case they 
are from McMaster University.

Personally I don’t believe it.

By John Farr

Locations

Access plate on Overlord 29


